
Syntax Parents: Tips for supporting Syntax 
students

AMDG



Overview of this session:

• What effective revision looks like

• Two suggested revision strategies 

• Parental support that you could offer

• College support available



• First whole cohort exam – 12th May – English Literature

• But in reality already started eg English speaking

• More before the 12th May

• Therefore every day counts

‘Countdown’ is on…



Two elements to revision

WHAT do you know? (The knowledge is in

your LTM)

HOW can you use it? (Apply knowledge

using your skill)



Ebbinghaus’ Forgetting Curve
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These are low 
thinking options

Revision is not…



Like  going to the gym and lifting tiny weights…



Prioritise
• Underline the three 

most important 
sentences here.

• Rank 1-3. briefly 
explain number 1.

• Cross out the least 
important sentence.

Categorise
Sort this 

information into 
three categories. 

Highlight and think 
of a suitable title for 

each category.

To think hard you need to:



Key steps your son has been told:

1. Use your PLCs (on Google Classroom) or specifications for each subject to create 

your topic lists

2. Prioritise your topics - focus on the most difficult ones

3. Figure out how much time you have to revise - be realistic!

4. Block out any commitments eg family events

5. Schedule breaks and rewards eg cinema trip

6. Be specific with what subject / topics you will study in each time slot

Can be created online and is likely to need to be adapted!

Revision Timetable - Key points

https://www.pmt.education/blog/students/how-to-make-a-revision-timetable/#1-write-a-list-ofeverythingyou-need-to-revise
https://www.pmt.education/blog/students/how-to-make-a-revision-timetable/#2-prioritise-your-topics
https://www.pmt.education/blog/students/how-to-make-a-revision-timetable/#3-figure-out-how-much-time-you-have-to-revise
https://www.pmt.education/blog/students/how-to-make-a-revision-timetable/#4-block-out-any-commitments
https://www.pmt.education/blog/students/how-to-make-a-revision-timetable/#6-schedule-breaks


Revision Timetable – Example



• First five minutes: Brain dump everything you can 
remember about the particular topic you are 
revising

• Next fifteen minutes: Create a mind map / flash 
cards for that particular topic

• Final ten minutes: complete practice exam 
question(s) and green pen answers using mark 
scheme

Example revision ‘half hour’

Key elements: thinking hard, active tasks, varying 
activities when closer to exam



Strategy 1: Mind Mapping





• Converts a long list of information into a colourful, memorable diagram that works in line with 

your brain's natural way of doing things.

• You are not constrained by thinking in order. 

• Opportunity for dual coding which aids retention

• Good for subjects where making links is a crucial element eg English, Geography

• Thinking Hard Skills: prioritise, categorise, reduce, transform

Benefits of Mind Maps



• Choose a broad concept and place it in a circle.

• Use lines to link to ideas that relate to your concept.

• Get more detailed by linking from one idea to another, getting more specific as you go.

• Once finished, review your diagram to see if it makes sense and fine-tune if needed.

• Can produce one by hand or by using an app

• Similar idea - brain dump to throw out any and all ideas, then worry about reorganising them 

later.

Creating Mind Maps



Strategy 2: Flash Cards



Benefits of Flash Cards

• Create mini tests to create understanding

• Breaks work down into bite sized chunks

• Portable can be used on the go

• Great checking of understand and key facts

• Can be used by a buddy/ sibling / parent

• Thinking Hard Skills: reduce, extend, prioritise, categorise



Using Flash cards in the correct way

One card 
One question

Flash cards are not just a passive activity of copying up 
notes in a pretty way



Ways to use flash cards

The question can be………

A List……
List the main 

nutrients of food

Protein
Carbohydrate
Fats
Vitamins
Minerals 

A diagram….
State  the main parts 

of the animal cell



Ways to use flash cards

Fate

A formula….

A key exam 
question….

State  the quadratic 
formula

Explain  2 examples how the 
social and historical context 

can be seen in Find Me

As a parent you can use 
the flash cards to test 

your son

• Diagnosis of mental 
health

• Use of electric shock 
therapy

My mind misgives some 
consequence yet hanging in 

the stars

A theme and quote….



Ways to use flash cards (Leitner System)

As your son works through the flash cards, 

he should organise them into 3 piles:

■ Red - I need to spend more time on these 

topics

■ Amber- I can kind of remember the 

information, but need more work

■ Green- I understand these really well

Then revisit the red more often etc
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AI for revision – helpful or hurtful?

• Students are already using AI

• Depends when and how - not a substitute for thinking hard

• ‘Prompts’ are crucial – must be very specific

• Eg “Act like a GCSE student studying Edexcel Combined Science 

revising the CB3 unit. Explain in simple terms how genetic diagrams 

work. Thank you.”



Follow up questions / 
clarification can 
then be asked

Useful for providing - advantages and 
disadvantages for a topic, 

examples to demonstrate a 
concept, helping with timelines, 

finding quotes



AI Can also be used to create revision quizzes / 
questions to check understanding



AI Can also be used to create revision quizzes / 
questions to check understanding

AI shouldn’t be a substitute for ‘thinking hard’ – the 
process of creating revision resources is very important



‘Last minute’ flash card option – Using AI, purchased
revision cards and Quizlet

• Flashcards already created
• Search for topic 
• Flashcards as well as games

https://quizlet.com/latest


Using Apps as Revision tools

• Pros and cons

• Have a way of regulating their use

• Intersperse with ‘traditional’ forms of revision



However –
Inescapable fact: GCSEs are stressful
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Applying pressure to a student here is 
counter-productive and could be 

disastrous

Applying pressure to a student here is 
likely to be helpful

Optimal Performance



Stressed &
unproductive

Routines & Targets;
Use the help on offer

Anxious Achievers
Trust the process

Under-Achievers
Take Responsibility; it’s only a 

few months

Achievers
Keep it up!

Look after yourself
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Healthy Hard Work



What are the issues with this revision environment?



Or library or 
another other 

quiet work space



How you can provide support…

• Firm but fair eg no mobile phones when not aiding revision

• Ask your child to teach you about a topic (remember 95% of what 

you teach others)

• Tangible rewards

• Encouragement of healthy lifestyle

• Tailor your support to what they need…



If your son feels… Parents should be...

Stressed Calm

Nervous Confident

Doomed Motivating

Apathetic Energising

Complacent Challenging



Support offered for our Year 11s

• IT rooms every lunchtime

• Study Hub after school Monday – Thursday

• Some subject specific intervention sessions during the week and during 
Half Term

• Wimbledon College Study Skills website and Mental Wellbeing website

• Links and resources on subject Google Classrooms

https://sites.google.com/gs.wimbledoncollege.org.uk/studyskills/home
https://www.wimbledoncollege.org.uk/healthyminds


Thank you for your support

If you have any concerns about your son please contact Mr O’Connor 

LDS


