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Welcome to Wimbledon College Sixth Form
This is an exciting time to be choosing Sixth Form courses. In this booklet, we will give you information about the range 
of courses which re�ect the shared academic and vocational provision of Wimbledon College. For each course there 
will be details of the examination board used by that subject, a brief course outline, details of the knowledge and skills 
that you will be developing as a student and an overview of how you will be assessed and examined. 

Advanced Level

All of our A Levels are two-year courses. They are 
examined in Year 13 at the end of the two-year course 
and graded from A*-E. Progression into Year 13 is 
dependent on achieving at least a grade D in Year 12 
internal end of year exams.

Vocational Courses 

These courses run over two years. They are graded 
Distinction*, Distinction, Merit or Pass. They are 
recognised by over 120 Universities and give students 
access to varied and exciting HE courses. Some courses 
are o�ered as a Single Award, equivalent to one A Level, 
and others as a Double Award, equivalent to two A Levels.

One Year L2 Pathway

Students with the grades relevant to be on this one-year 
pathway will study English Literature, English Language 
and Mathematics as part of their ‘core’ studies. These 
subjects are of paramount importance in gaining access 
to apprenticeships, the world of work and also onto Level 
3 courses. In addition, students will study new courses in 
Citizenship and Business Enterprise.

Level 3

Vocational courses
Applied Science BTEC 
Business BTEC Extended Certi�cate 
(Single Award)
Business BTEC Diploma (Double Award)
Cambridge Technical Extended Certi�cate
in Performing Arts (Single Award)
Sport BTEC Extended Certi�cate 
(Single Award)
Sport BTEC Diploma (Double Award)

Advanced Level
Art and Design 
Biology 
Business 
Chemistry 
Computer Science
Economics 
English Literature 
Film Studies 
Geography 
History 
Mathematics 
Further Mathematics 

Music 
Photography 
PE (Physical Education)
Physics 
Politics
Psychology
Religious Studies 
Sociology
Spanish

Additional Level 3 courses
Core Mathematics
Extended Project Quali�cation

One Year Pathway

GCSE
Mathematics
English Language
English Literature
Citizenship Studies

Vocational Courses 
Business (Enterprise)

Courses at the Ursuline 
High School
Students at Wimbledon College are placed 
�rst and foremost on courses at Wimbledon 
College. However, the following courses 
are distinct to the Ursuline High School and 
can be selected if entry requirements are 
met: French A Level, English Language A 
Level, Drama and Theatre Studies A Level.

T Levels are also on o�er at the Ursuline 
High School. Students should be aware 
that they would be registered and enrolled 
as a student at the Ursuline High School to 
study these courses.

Course guide – list of courses on o�er

Choosing the right course

We expect to o�er all the courses above, but sta�ng constraints or student choices may mean that we are unable to o�er some courses.
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To help you choose the right course, you should talk to your tutor, Head of Year or Head of Sixth Form. The College 
also has a specialist careers advisor. Your present teachers have a very good idea of your abilities and the courses which 
will suit you. If you are new to the Sixth Form you will be able to access advice after applying. Remember that �nal 
decisions about which subjects or courses can be followed are made in August in the light of examination results and 
career aspirations. When choosing courses you should consider:

WHICH SUBJECTS I LIKE BEST AND ENJOY?
• Which courses do I need to do to qualify for the university, college courses or apprenticeships I want to do and for 

my future career?
• Does the package of courses look sensible and keep doors open for future progression?
• What do my GCSE grades tell me about my strengths and abilities and for which courses am I quali�ed?

VOCATIONAL COURSES
Vocational courses follow a broad programme of study which keeps students’ options open for employment, further 
training or further and higher education. The main di�erence between A Levels and Vocational courses is the structure 
of the programme and the methods of assessment.

• Students enjoy the variety, �exibility and independence which vocational courses o�er, as each course is made up of 
units which are gained separately.

• Students work on their own and as part of a team, do short projects and longer assignments, and many gain 
experience in the workplace.

• Students take more responsibility for their own learning. Vocational courses give them opportunities to decide what 
to do and how to go about it.

• Students’ work is assessed by coursework and tests as they go along, giving them targets at which to aim.
• Students on Vocational courses are very often better prepared for university–style independent learning than 

students on non-vocational courses.
• Many students will choose to study both Vocational and non-Vocational courses together, thus increasing their skill 

set and keeping many options open for progression onto Level 3 courses, or into university or apprenticeships.
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Level 3 Courses

Applied Science BTEC 

Extended Certi�cate
Examination Board: Pearson

Why choose this course: During the 
course, students will develop a strong 
understanding of key areas across 
biology, chemistry and physics, while also 
enhancing their practical investigation, 
analytical and problem-solving skills. 
The AAQ in Applied Science o�ers a 
well-balanced mix of theory and applied 
learning, preparing students for further 
study and careers within the scienti�c 
sector.

Course Fundamentals:

• The Alternative Academic 
Quali�cation (AAQ) in Applied Science 
is a two-year course, equivalent to one 
A Level.

• The course is structured around �ve 
units, covering a broad range of 
scienti�c concepts and applications.

• Learners will develop both theoretical 
knowledge and transferable skills, 
enabling them to adapt to the 
changing demands of science in 
higher education and employment.

• The programme places emphasis on 
scienti�c enquiry, critical thinking, and 
applied practical techniques.

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT

The course is completed over two 
years and is equivalent to one A Level. 
Assessment is through a combination of 
externally set examinations and internally 
assessed coursework. This balance 
ensures students have the opportunity to 
demonstrate knowledge, understanding, 
and investigative ability in a range of 
contexts.

Art and Design 

Examination Board: 
Pearson Edexcel – A Level

Why choose this course: The Art and 
Design course is an exciting and creative 
course that ensures the practical skill 
development of drawing, painting, 
photography, textiles, sculpture and 

design. The course provides students 
with opportunities to develop personal 
responses to ideas, observations, 
experiences, environments and cultures 
in practical, critical and contextual forms. 

Course Fundamentals:

• Students gain experience of working 
with a range of relevant materials, 
processes, technologies and 
resources.

• Students explore how ideas, feelings 
and meanings can be conveyed and 
interpreted in images and artefacts 
developing a working vocabulary and 
specialist terminology.

• Students develop an appreciation 
of how images and artefacts relate 
to the time and place in which they 
were made and to their social and 
cultural contexts.

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT: 
This A level consists of 2 components. 
Component 1 – Personal Portfolio is 
worth 60% of the overall grade. The 
Externally Set assignment is worth 40% of 
the overall grade.

The Personal Portfolio incorporates three 
major elements: supporting studies, 
practical work, and a personal study. 
Personal Portfolio skills are developed 
starting at the beginning of Year 12 and 
lead in to the Personal Portfolio project 
starting in HT6 and continuing to the 
end of HT2 of the second year. Students 
have to work in at least two disciplines. 
Graphics, sculpture, Textiles, Fine Art are 
examples of the disciplines students can 
choose from.

The Externally Set assignment 
incorporates two major elements: 
preparatory studies and a 15–hour 
period of sustained focus. The externally 
set assignment title is released on 1st 
February culminating in the 15-hour exam 
(sustained focus) in April.

The students’ work is both internally 
assessed throughout the year and 
externally assessed at the end of the year.

Art and Design 
– Photography

Examination Board: 
Pearson Edexcel – A-Level

Why choose this course: The 

Photography course provides students 
with opportunities to develop personal 
responses to ideas, observations, 
experiences, environments and cultures 
in practical, critical and contextual 
forms. Students are introduced to a 
variety of experiences employing a 
range of appropriate media, processes 
and techniques and, as the course 
progresses, build upon the knowledge, 
understanding and skills gained in Year 12 
with greater depth of study in Year 13.

Course Fundamentals:

• Students are given opportunity to 
explore elements of visual language, 
line, form, colour, pattern and texture 
in the context of Photography.

• Students develop an ability to 
respond to an issue, theme, concept 
or idea or work to a brief or answer a 
need in Photography.

• Students gain an appreciation of 
viewpoint, composition, depth of �eld 
and movement as well as time-based 
photographic techniques. 

• Students develop an understanding 
of the appropriate use of the camera, 
�lm, lenses, �lters and lighting 
for work and techniques related 
to the developing and printing 
of photographic images, where 
appropriate, presentation and layout.

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT 
This A level consists of 2 components. 
Component 1 – Personal Portfolio is 
worth 60% of the overall grade. The 
Externally Set assignment is worth 40% of 
the overall grade.

Component 1: The Personal Portfolio 
comprises a portfolio of development 
work and outcomes based on themes 
and ideas developed from personal 
starting points. Students’ skills are 
developed throughout Year 12 and 
lead to a personal study in which pupils 
develop their contextual research and 
understanding in a minimum 1000 word 
essay before developing practical work in 
response.

Component 2: The Externally Set 
Assignment requires pupils to respond 
to an externally set theme with suggested 
starting points. It incorporates two major 
elements: preparatory studies and a 
15–hour period of sustained focus. The 
externally set assignment title is released 
on 1st February culminating in the 15-
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Level 3 Courses 
hour exam (sustained focus) in May.

Students’ work is both internally assessed 
throughout the two years, and externally 
assessed at the end of the Year 13. 

Biology 

Examination Board: 
Pearson Edexcel - A Level 

Why choose this course: Biology is 
a fascinating science - a dynamic and 
living subject. Arguably one of the 
fastest growing areas of science - new 
discoveries in Biology are pushing the 
boundaries of what we previously 
thought possible. Biology is not without 
its controversies - students of Biology 
need to ask important questions about 
when life begins and how we use the 
power of science. 

• The course aims to introduce students 
to the fundamental principles of 
Biology - including life processes 
(respiration and photosynthesis), cell 
biology, genetics and ecology.

• The course covers three A level 
modules: Biochemistry, Microbiology 
and Genetics, Physiology, Evolution 
and Ecology, Practical Principles in 
Biology.

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT 
The A level is taught over two years, with 
3 examined modules and a coursework 
element. 

Business

Examination Board: 
Pearson Edexcel – A Level

Why choose this course: The course 
aims for pupils to develop an interest 
and enthusiasm for the study of business 
through gaining a holistic understanding 
of how businesses operate. For pupils 
to develop a critical understanding of 
organisations and their ability to meet 
society’s needs and wants and that in 
doing so there is a need to be aware of 
ethical dilemmas and responsibilities 
faced by organisations and individuals.

Course Fundamentals:

• Meeting Customer Needs

• Marketing Mix and Strategy

• Entrepreneurs and leaders

• Financial Planning

• Reserve Management

• Business Objectives and Strategy

• Business Growth

• Assessing Competitiveness

• Globalisation/ Expansion

• Global Marketing

• The Market

• Business Growth

• Managing People

• Raising Finance

• Managing �nance

• External In�uences

• In�uences on Business Decisions

• Decision Making Techniques

• Managing Change

• Global Markets and Business

• Global Industries and Companies

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT 
At A Level 4 Themed Units are required 
to be covered and 3, 2 hour written 
examinations sat covering the 4 Themes.

Paper 1 = 2 hours 35% of quali�cation

Paper 2 = 2 hours 35% of quali�cation

Paper 3 = 2 hours 30% of quali�cation

Business BTEC

BTEC Extended Certi�cate 
and Diploma
Examination Board: Pearson

Why choose this course? We o�er 
students the �exibility to take either the 
Extended Certi�cate which is equivalent 
to one A Level or the Diploma which 
is equivalent to two A Levels. The 
quali�cations prepare students for the 
fast-paced and constantly evolving 
world of business, ensuring they acquire 
the commercial knowledge and skills 
they need to work in business or establish 
their own enterprise. In addition the skills 
built during the course allow students to 
e�ectively progress to higher education if 
this is the route they wish to pursue. 

Course Fundamentals

All students will complete the following units:

Unit 1: Exploring Business

Unit 2: Developing a Marketing 
Campaign

Unit 3: Personal and Business Finance

Unit 8: Recruitment and Selection

In addition pupils completing the 
Diploma will also complete the units 
below:

Unit 4: Managing an Event

Unit 5: International Business

Unit 6: Principles of Management

Unit 9: Team Building in Business

ASSESSMENT/EXAMINATIONS
Of the eight units above six are 
mandatory and two are optional. Three 
of the six mandatory units will be 
assessed externally. Units 2 (Developing 
a Marketing Campaign), 3 (Personal and 
Business Finance) and unit 6 (Principles of 
Marketing) are all externally assessed. 

Chemistry 

Examination Board: 
Pearson Edexcel – A Level 

Why choose this course: A Level 
Chemistry builds on key GCSE concepts 
and introduces students to the broader 
and more detailed study of matter and 
its interactions. Students learn through 
a mixture of theory and practical work, 
developing their ability to think logically, 
solve problems, and apply chemical 
ideas to new situations. The course 
involves regular hands-on experiments, 
calculations, and the study of real-
world applications, from energy use to 
pharmaceuticals. Chemistry supports a 
wide range of future pathways and is a 
key requirement for medicine, dentistry, 
veterinary science, pharmaceutical 
science and chemical engineering, and is 
also highly valued for biological sciences, 
environmental science and materials 
science.

Course Fundamentals:

• Inorganic chemistry explores the 
reactions and properties of elements 
and their compounds, focusing on 
Periodic Table trends, redox behaviour, 
and transition metals.

• Organic chemistry examines the 
structure, reactions and synthesis of 

85365 WIMBCOL SIXTH FORM GUIDE_002.indd   5 21/09/2026   17:46



6     Wimbledon College Course Guide 2027

Level 3 Courses
carbon-based compounds, including 
hydrocarbons, alcohols, and aromatic 
systems.

• Physical chemistry investigates the 
principles and calculations behind 
chemical reactions, including 
energetics, kinetics, equilibria, and 
electrochemistry.

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT

Paper 1: Advanced Inorganic and Physical 
Chemistry (1h 45m, 90 marks, 30%)

Paper 2: Advanced Organic and Physical 
Chemistry (1h 45m, 90 marks, 30%)

Paper 3: General and Practical Principles in 
Chemistry (2h 30m, 120 marks, 40%)

Students’ practical skills will be 
assessed through the Science Practical 
Endorsement. It will not contribute to the 
overall grade for the quali�cation, but the 
result will be recorded on the students’ A 
Level certi�cate

Computer Science

Examination Board: 
OCR – A Level

Why choose this course: The A level 
course focuses on programming 
and emphasises the importance of 
computational thinking as a discipline. 
The course also has a focus on Maths, 
though much of this will be embedded in 
the course. Students will solve problems 
and design systems and software and will 
apply the academic principles learned in 
the classroom to real world systems.

Course fundamentals:

• Components of a computer and their 
uses

• Types of software and the 
methodologies used to develop them

• How data is exchanged between 
systems

• How data is represented and stored 
in di�erent structures and the use of 
di�erent algorithms

• Laws surrounding the use and ethical 
issues that can arise from the use of 
computers

• What is meant by computational 
thinking

• How computers are used to solve 
problems and programs can be 
written to solve them

• The use of algorithms to describe 
problems and standard algorithms

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT 
The A level is taught as 3 modules.

1. Computer systems: an externally 
marked paper worth 40% with a 2hr 
30 mins exam

2. Algorithms and programming: an 
externally marked paper worth 40% 
with a 2hr 30 mins exam

3. Programming project: internally 
assesses, externally moderated 
project worth 20%

Economics 

Examination Board: 
Pearson Edexcel – A Level 

Why choose this course: The Economics 
A Level aims to give an insight into key 
issues in the news and the decisions that 
are made by individuals, businesses and 
governments on a daily basis. Studying 
this course means you will be able to 
understand the forces driving things like 
the price of oil, why businesses behave 
like they do, the impact of exchange rates 
and the level of unemployment in an 
economy. 

It is an academic subject that is well 
respected as it involves using several 
skills including numerical, analytical 
and literacy skills, in order to evaluate 
situations and decisions.

Course Fundamentals:

Economics Edexcel A-Level o�ers an 
in-depth exploration of key economic 
principles and theories. You’ll delve into 
microeconomics and macroeconomics, 
examining how individual behaviours 
and national policies in�uence economic 
outcomes. The course covers a variety of 
fundamental topics, including:

Microeconomic Principles: Study 
consumer and producer behaviour, 
market structures, and how prices are 
determined.

Market Failure and Government 
Intervention: Understand instances 
where markets do not e�ciently allocate 
resources and the ways governments can 

address these issues.

Macroeconomic Concepts: 
Explore national income, in�ation, 
unemployment, economic growth, and 
the role of government in managing 
economies.

Global Economics: Investigate 
international trade, exchange rates, and 
the interconnectedness of economies on 
a global scale.

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT 
There are three two hour written 
examinations at the end of the A Level 
course. Paper 1 will focus on Markets 
and Business Behaviour (35%), Paper 2 
will focus on the National and Global 
Economy (35%) whilst Paper 3 will focus 
on combining Microeconomic and 
Macroeconomic issues (30%).

Assessment tasks include multiple-choice 
questions, data-response questions, and 
essay-style questions that require the 
application of economic theories and 
concepts to real-world scenarios.

English Literature 

Examination Board: 
OCR – A Level

Why choose this course: The course 
aims to develop and improve your ability 
to understand and analyse literature 
across all three main forms: prose, poetry 
and drama. This will help you to gain a 
thorough understanding of the depth 
and width of the literary canon. We will 
specialise in studying Gothic literature, 
examining its roots in the Romantic era 
and charting its development right up 
to the present day. Shakespeare, Milton 
and Webster will also be on the menu. 
Studying English Literature will see you 
develop a thorough knowledge of the set 
texts, and combine this with the ability to 
present a reasoned and coherent line of 
thought. The ability to compare di�erent 
writers’ styles and approaches is a key 
objective, along with an enthusiasm for 
literature and wider reading. Alongside 
the curriculum, there will be super-
curricular opportunities, such as lunch-
time Literature Club, Theatre Trips and 
visiting speakers.
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Level 3 Courses
Course Fundamentals:

• Pupils will enhance their skills in the 
close analysis of prose, poetry and 
drama

• Pupils will develop a consideration 
of how language and structure are 
manipulated for e�ect.

• Pupils will gain an insight into the role 
of context in shaping great literature.

• Pupils will compare texts across 
genres and time periods.

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT
The course is taught in modules and 
is assessed through a mixture of Non-
Examined Assessments (coursework) and 
Examined Assessments.

Component 1 – Shakespeare, Drama and 
Poetry, Pre-1900. (40% of A Level). Hamlet; 
The Duchess of Mal�; Paradise Lost
Examination 2 hours 30 mins.

Component 2 – Comparative and 
contextual study. (40% of A Level)
Examination 2 hours 30 mins.
Gothic Literature; The Picture of Dorian 
Gray; The Bloody Chamber

Component 3 – Non-examined 
Assessment on Literature, Post-1900. 
(20%). The Vanishing Half and selected 
poetry

Film Studies

Examination Board: 
Eduqas – A Level

Why choose this course: Film is one of 
the most powerful ways of telling stories, 
shaping ideas and making an audience 
feel something. A Level Film Studies gives 
you the chance to look behind the screen 
and understand how �lms actually 
work; how a director creates tension, 
how an actor communicates without 
words, how editing controls what you see, 
how sound changes a scene, and how 
cinematography can completely alter the 
way a story feels.

You will study �lms ranging from major 
Hollywood productions such as Joker
(Phillips), Get Out (Peele) and Get Out (Peele) and Get Out Memento
(Nolan) to British and independent 
cinema such as Trainspotting (Danny 
Boyle), alongside �lms from around 
the world such as City of God (Meirelles City of God (Meirelles City of God
and Lund). You will explore �lms from 
di�erent periods and cultures, from early 

silent cinema to contemporary digital 
�lmmaking, and discover how �lmmakers 
have developed new ways of telling 
stories.

You will also ask bigger questions about 
the �lms you watch. Why do some �lms 
become cultural phenomena? How do 
�lms re�ect the society in which they 
are made? Why do audiences respond 
di�erently to the same �lm? How have 
technology, politics and changing 
attitudes in�uenced what appears on 
screen?

You don’t just study �lms;  you make 
them.

As part of the course, you will create your 
own short �lm or screenplay. You will have 
the opportunity to develop ideas, write, 
shoot and edit your own work and put the 
techniques you have studied into practice.

You don’t need to be someone who 
watches �lms every night to enjoy Film 
Studies. If you are interested in stories, 
characters, creativity, photography, 
music, editing, technology, popular 
culture or the way �lms make 
audiences think and feel, there is 
something here for you.

Film Studies is a course for people who 
want to know not just what happens 
on screen, but why it works.

Course fundamentals:

Throughout the course you will learn to:

• Read a �lm like a �lmmaker - 
understanding cinematography, 
lighting, sound, editing, mise-en-
scène, performance and narrative.

• Understand how �lms create 
meaning and control an audience’s 
response.

• Discover how �lm has developed, 
from silent cinema and early 
special e�ects to modern digital 
�lmmaking.

• Explore di�erent kinds of 
cinema, including mainstream, 
independent, documentary, 
experimental and short �lms, 
including documentary such as 
Amy (Asif Kapadia).

• Consider the social, cultural, 
political, historical and 
technological contexts in 
which �lms are made.

• Develop your own ideas about �lms 
and learn how to argue, analyse and 
write critically about what you see.write critically about what you see.write critically

• Put your knowledge into practice by 
making your own �lm or writing 
your own screenplay.your own screenplay.your own screenplay

• Develop practical skills in 
storytelling, visual composition, 
�lmmaking and editing.

• Think about �lm from the perspective of 
both the audience and the �lmmaker.the audience and the �lmmaker.the audience and the �lmmaker

You will study �lms closely, but you will 
also be encouraged to think creatively, 
question what you see and develop your 
own interpretations.

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT 

The course is assessed as follows: 

Component 1 – American and British 
Film, 2.5hr exam (35%) 

Component 2 – Varieties of �lm, 2.5hr 
exam (35%) 

Component 3 – Production (short �lm or 
screenplay) coursework 
(30%)

Geography 

Examination Board: 
AQA – A Level

Why choose this course: Geography is 
often regarded as a bridge between the 
arts and the sciences; it aims to develop 
an understanding of the variable nature 
of the earth’s physical landscape and the 
complex nature of our own relationships 
and interactions with the environment. 
The course aims to investigate both 
Human and Physical Geography in greater 
depth. Topics include: Water and Carbon 
Cycles, Coastal systems, Hazards, Global 
systems and Governance, Changing 
Places and Urban Environments. Students 
will be engaged through the most up 
to date topical material as well as by 
attending �elds trips to locations such as 
Studland, Dorset and East London to carry 
out a range of geographical techniques.

Course Fundamentals:

• Students develop an enjoyment of 
both Human and Physical Geography

• Students gain an interest in the world 
around them and an appreciation of 
our planet
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Level 3 Courses
• Students further develop their levels 

of written and communication skills. 

• Students become pro�cient in 
analysing and interpreting graphical 
data. 

• Students choose their own topic to 
investigate for their NEA. They then 
collect their own data and write this 
up as a 3000-4000 word piece

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT
PAPER 1 Physical – 2.5 hour exam: 120 
marks. 40% of A Level

• section a) Water and Carbon Cycles 

• section b) Coastal Systems and 
landscapes 

• section c) Hazards 

PAPER 2 Human - 2.5 hour exam: 120 
marks. 40% of A Level

• section a) Global systems and global 
governance 

• section b) Changing places 

• section c) Contemporary urban 
environments 

PAPER 3 (no exam)

• Geography Fieldwork investigation: 60 
marks. 20% of A Level (3 000 – 4 000 
words) 

History 

Examination Board: 
Edexcel A Level

Why choose this course: The aim 
of the History A Level course is to 
ensure that students will develop 
their interest in and enthusiasm for 
the subject. The papers chosen on 
the History A Level are linked by the 
common theme of a search for rights, 
freedoms and greater equality during 
the twentieth century. Students study 
America where the quest for political, 
social and economic advancement 
looked mainly to reform existing 
structures. In India, this quest led to 
more radical outcomes, bringing an 
end to imperial rule in India. The British 
paper explores the development of the 
British empire and the part played in 
this by the Royal Navy and merchant 
marine to transform Britain. Studying 
multiple countries allows students to 
develop a greater understanding of 

both similarities and di�erences in 
the search for greater rights, freedoms 
and equality in the twentieth century 
world. 

• Paper 1: In search of the American 
Dream: the USA, 1917–96

• Paper 2: India, c1914–48: the road to 
Indian Independence

• Paper 3: Britain: losing and gaining an 
empire, 1763–1914

• Paper 4: The Success of the American 
New Deal - Coursework

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT 
The course is assessed through 
coursework and external examination.

Unit 1: (30 %) Examination: 2 hours 15 min

Unit 2 (20 %) Examination: 1 hour 30 min

Unit 3 (30 %) Examination: 2 hours 15 min

Unit 4 (20%) Coursework assignment

Mathematics

Examination Board: 
Pearson Edexcel – A Level 
Why choose this course:  For the 
right candidate, Mathematics is a highly 
valuable A-Level quali�cation. In recent 
years, it has become increasingly desirable 
as a support subject for disciplines such 
as Science, Geography, Economics, and 
Business.

The entire linear course content is 
compulsory. Two-thirds of the course 
covers pure mathematics, and one-third 
covers applied mathematics. The applied 
content is split equally between statistics 
and mechanics.

• Pure Mathematics: Includes algebra 
and functions, coordinate geometry, 
trigonometry, calculus, vectors, and 
proofs.

• Statistics: Includes statistical 
sampling, data presentation and 
interpretation, probability, statistical 
distributions, and statistical hypothesis 
testing.

• Mechanics: Includes kinematics, 
forces, Newton’s laws, and moments.

Course Fundamentals: 

• A strong skill set in algebraic 
manipulation is essential for a smooth 
transition from GCSE to A-Level.

• The applied content requires students 
to use mathematical techniques 
to solve contextualised, real-world 
problems.

• Mechanics involves the study of 
motion, force, momentum, and 
kinematics.

• Statistics includes the study of 
probability, statistical diagrams, 
correlation, and measures of average. 
Students will use the Edexcel 
pre-released Large Data Set (LDS) 
throughout the course to become 
familiar with real data, as several exam 
questions are directly based on it.

• The use of ICT is an integral part of the 
course, particularly within the statistics 
modules.

• Real-life modelling is a core 
component of the curriculum.

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT

A-Level Mathematics is assessed via three 
papers of equal weighting at the end of 
Year 13. A calculator is permitted for all 
three examinations.

Paper 1 (2 hours |100 marks): Pure 
Mathematics synoptic paper assessing all 
A level content 

Paper 2 (2 hours |100 marks): Pure 
Mathematics synoptic paper assessing all 
A level content 

Paper 3 (2 hours |100 marks): Statistics 
and Mechanics content from both years 
split into two sections. 

Section A: Statistics (50 marks) 

Section B: Mechanics (50 marks)

Mathematics 
– Further Mathematics

Examination Board: 
Pearson Edexcel – A Level 

Why choose this course:  This course 
is ideal for students who have a genuine 
passion for Mathematics and who thrive 
on academic challenges. Students will 
develop the skills to explore new, more 
sophisticated mathematical concepts 
well beyond the standard A-Level 
Mathematics curriculum.

Course Fundamentals: 

• The curriculum is designed for 
consecutive delivery: standard A-Level 
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Mathematics is typically completed 
in the �rst year, followed by Further 
Mathematics in the second year.

• Students should already possess a 
natural aptitude for problem-solving 
and a great enjoyment of the subject, 
as advanced problem-solving is a core 
component of the course.

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT

A-Level Further Mathematics is assessed 
via four papers of equal weighting taken 
at the end of the two-year course. A 
calculator is allowed in all four exam 
papers.

• Paper 1 (1 hour 30 mins | 75 marks): 
Core Pure Mathematics 1

• Paper 2 (1 hour 30 mins | 75 marks): 
Core Pure Mathematics 2

• Paper 3 (1 hour 30 mins | 75 marks): 
Further Statistics 1

• Paper 4 (1 hour 30 mins| 75 marks): 
Further Mechanics 1

Modern Languages: 

Spanish

Examination Board: 
AQA – A Level 

Why choose this course: Modern 
Languages are highly regarded by 
universities and studying a language 
at A Level o�ers the opportunity to 
not only continue with languages in 
further education, but also to integrate 
it as a part of many degrees, thus 
adding an additional life skill to your CV. 
The emphasis in new syllabuses is on 
contemporary issues, current a�airs and 
communication skills, the ability to discuss 
and debate contemporary and often 
controversial society issues in the target 
language. The course provides many 
opportunities to attend conferences and 
cultural events throughout the year. 

Course Fundamentals:

• A seven-week module focusing 
on consolidating and deepening 
students’ knowledge and 
understanding of the grammar.

• Practice and experience of the 
language as well as the culture are 
gained through the weekly use 
of authentic topical material, e.g. 
traditional /current songs, newspaper 

headlines, magazine articles, radio 
and TV programmes, now accessible 
via the internet. Students also have 
the opportunity and are encouraged 
to borrow DVDs and watch �lms on a 
regular basis. 

• Students will study topics related 
to aspects of, culture, politics and 
literature of the countries where the 
language is spoken and students 
are expected to extend their studies 
at home using various forms of 
media; homework, prep work and 
independent learning sessions are 
all used to help the students acquire 
key further education study skills as 
well as to ensure that they experience 
and enjoy the language outside the 
classroom.

• In teaching and learning the target 
language predominates once the 
grammar module has been done, 
and answers in English are kept to 
a minimum so students feel fully 
immersed. Some of the opportunities 
to attend conferences and cultural 
events, via the KS5 society include: 
students organising events / 
screening of �lms and seminar at BFI 
and the target language institutes 
(French, Goethe, Cervantes). 

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT 
The assessment consists of three papers. 
Paper 1 is the Listening, Reading and 
Writing assessment (2h30mins and 50% 
of the A-Level) ; Paper 2 is the Writing 
assessment (2 hours and 20% of A-Level) 
and Paper 3 is the Speaking assessment 
(21-23 minutes, including 5 minutes 
preparation time and 30% of the A-Level).

Music

Examination Board: 
Eduqas A Level

Why choose this course:  This course 
continues the format of study from the 
GCSE Music course and, as such, is divided 
between performing music, composing 
music and appraising. You will learn to 
perform, compose and analyse di�erent 
styles of music, developing critical and 
creative thinking, cultural, aesthetic and 
emotional awareness, and the ability to 
make music that responds to a range of 
di�erent briefs. All styles of music can 
be submitted for the performing and 
composing elements. You will need to be 

able to follow conventional notation and 
be able to use notation software.

Course Fundamentals: 

• performing music (25-35%) 

• composing music (25-35%) 

• listening to, and appraising music 
(40%) 

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT 

You will prepare a recital at least ten 
minutes in length in which you will 
perform at least three pieces. You can 
sing or play an instrument and this can 
be as a soloist or as a member of an 
ensemble. The style of music performed 
is chosen by you but must be agreed by 
your teachers. This will be assessed by a 
visiting examiner.

The composing element requires the 
submission of two compositions: 

• The �rst is based on your own brief 
and can be in any style

• The second is based on a brief set by 
EDUQAS and in a style representative 
of the Classical era. 

You should use conventional notation 
although it is possible to record your 
composition using a DAW such as 
Logic Pro. Both compositions should 
be at least 2 minutes long. 

For the listening and appraising 
assessment, you will take a single exam 
of 2 hours 15 minutes. There will be 
compulsory components of listening, 
analysis and musicology that are linked 
to the development of the symphony 
between 1750 and 1900. These include a 
set work. You will also cover the history of 
jazz music in the early-mid 20th Century 
as well as impressionism, expressionism 
and neo-classicism in the early 20th 
century.

Performing Arts 
Cambridge Technical 
Extended Certi�cate 

Examination Board: OCR

Why Choose This Course:  The 
Extended Certi�cate (equivalent to one 
A-level) in Performing Arts is a practical, 
highly regarded course that develops you 
in ways which are valuable far beyond 
the theatre. Whether you are aiming for 
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Level 3 Courses
a career on stage or preparing for the 
professional corporate world, Performing 
Arts equips you with high-value skills. 
You will learn how to present yourself 
with con�dence, communicate clearly, 
use your voice and body e�ectively, work 
as part of a team, lead others, develop 
ideas and turn them into projects for an 
audience.

It is a course that can complement a wide 
range of other subjects:

• For Creative and Vocational Students:  
Pair Performing Arts with Music, 
Photography, Art or Sport Studies to 
create a practical and creative Level 
3 programme, developing di�erent 
skills and approaches alongside one 
another.

• For History, Sociology and Psychology 
Students:  Performing Arts gives you 
the opportunity to explore people, 
behaviour, society and ideas in 
practical ways, while developing skills 
in communication, persuasion, public 
speaking and presenting that can be 
valuable for future study and careers 
including Law and Criminology.

• For Business Students:  Performing 
Arts provides a practical complement 
to Business, developing skills in 
pitching ideas, presenting to an 
audience, promoting a product or 
event, managing projects, budgeting 
and working to a professional brief.

• New to Drama? You do not need to 
have studied Drama at GCSE to take 
this course. You will develop your skills 
from the beginning through practical 
workshops and projects, whether 
your interests lie in performance, 
design, production or the wider 
creative industries.

Course Fundamentals:

• Industry-Led Workshops:  Practical 
sessions with industry professionals, 
giving you the opportunity to learn 
about di�erent career paths and how 
the creative industries work.

• Full Production Spectrum:  Develop 
experience across performance 
and production, including acting, 
movement, puppetry, masks, lighting, 
sound, set design and promotional 
material.

• Real-World Projects:  Learn to respond 
to professional briefs and develop 
projects from initial ideas through 

to completion, including budgeting, 
health and safety, promotion and 
workshop leadership.

• Fieldwork and Experiences:  Trips and 
visits to theatres, venues, museums 
and studio spaces to see di�erent 
aspects of the industry in action.

• Transferable Skills:  Build con�dence, 
communication, teamwork, 
leadership, creativity, problem-solving 
and presentation skills that can 
support you whatever you choose to 
do next.

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT

Unit 1 – Promoting yourself and your 
skills for future employment: a to-camera 
pitch, a show reel of your skill, and a 
portfolio application outlining your ideas 
to meet a performance brief. You can 
complete this as a performer, designer or 
producer.

Unit 2 – Applied Theatre in the real world: 
create a project for a piece of community 
theatre, learn budgeting skills, health and 
safety certi�cation, and lead workshop 
activities.

After Units 1 and 2 (the �rst year) you 
are eligible for a one-year Certi�cate 
(equivalent to one AS level). If you 
continue for the second year with the 
next units, you will receive the Extended 
Certi�cate (equivalent to one A-level).

Unit 3 – Performance for a brief:  Pick 
two contrasting performance pieces for 
presentation and write up notes on them.

Unit 4 – Prepare a production piece of 
a play for performance to an audience:  
Learn performance skills from di�erent 
areas and types of theatre. Visit and watch 
two productions of the same play.

Unit 6 – Improvisation skills:  Learn how 
to improvise like a professional, research 
into this type of theatre and attend 
workshops for improvisation.

Physical Education

Examination Board: 
OCR – A Level H555

Why choose this course: Physical 
Education examines both the practical 
aspects of Physical Education (15%), 
evaluation of performance (15%) and also 
the theoretical aspects such as Anatomy 

and Physiology, Biomechanics, Acquiring 
Movement Skills, Sports Psychology and 
Socio-cultural/Contemporary Issues (70%). 
Students have the chance to coach or 
perform in a practical area of Physical 
Education. 

Course Fundamentals: 

• Paper 1
(90 marks – 30% of total A level – 2 
hour exam) on applied anatomy & 
physiology, exercise physiology and 
biomechanics. 

• Paper 2 
(60 marks – 20% of total A level – 1 
hour exam) on skill acquisition and 
sports psychology.

• Paper 3 
(60 marks – 20% of total A level – 1 
hour exam) on Sport and society 
& contemporary issues in physical 
activity and sport. 

• Students evaluate and analyse 
performance in a chosen sport- EAPI 
(15%). They are only assessed in one 
sporting activity over the 2 years 
which is 15% of the total grade. 

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT 
3 written exams 

Physiological factors e�ecting 
performance – 90 marks 2-hour written 
paper

Psychological factors e�ecting 
performance – 60 marks 1-hour written 
paper

Socio-cultural issues – 60 marks 1 hour 
written paper

Practical exam – 60 marks practical 
performance & an Evaluation/Analysis of 
Performance. 

Physics 

Examination Board: Pearson 
Edexcel – A Level 

Why choose this course: The course 
aims to introduce the laws, theories and 
models of modern physics and explore 
their practical applications. Students are 
encouraged to reinforce their knowledge 
through extensive practical work.

Course Fundamentals:

• Mechanics
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Level 3 Courses
• Electric circuits

• Materials

• Waves and light

• Further mechanics

• Electric and magnetic �elds

• Nuclear and particle physics

• Thermodynamics

• Space

• Nuclear radiation

• Gravitational �elds

• Oscillations

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT 
Unit 1 – Advanced Physics I

Exam 1hr 45 30%

Unit 2 – Advanced Physics 11
Exam 1hr 45 30%

General and Practical principles
Exam 2hr 30 40%

Practical endorsement

Politics

Examination Board: 
Pearson Edexcel – A Level

Why choose this course: Students 
will gain knowledge and an informed 
understanding of contemporary political 
structures and issues in their historical 
context, both within the United Kingdom 
and globally. The changing nature of politics 
and the relationships between political 
ideas, institutions and processes will also be 
studied. Students will develop the ability 
to critically analyse, interpret and evaluate 
political information to form arguments and 
make judgements

Course Fundamentals:

Unit 1 – Political Participation and Core 
Political Ideas in the UK. 
Students will study:

Democracy and participation, UK Political 
parties, UK Electoral systems, Voting 
behaviour and the media and Conservatism, 
Liberalism, Socialism.

Unit 2 – UK Government and Political Ideas. 
Students will study:

The UK Constitution, Parliament, Prime 
Minister and executive. Relationships 
between the branches and Nationalism.

Unit 3 – American Politics. 
Students will study:

The US Constitution and Federalism, US 
Congress, US Presidency, US supreme 
court and civil rights, Democracy and 
participation, Comparative theories

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT 
There are 3 externally assessed 
examinations, all sat at the end of Year 13

Units 1 and 2 are studied in Year 12 and 
Unit 3 is studied in year 13

Unit 1 – UK Politics (33.3%) Examination: 
2 hours

Unit 2 – UK Government (33.3%) 
Examination: 2 hours

Unit 3 – Comparative Politics (33.3%) 
Examination: 2 hours

Psychology 

Examination Board: 
AQA – A Level 

Why choose this course: The 
quali�cation o�ers an engaging and 
e�ective introduction to the main 
psychological theories and key research. 
Students will learn the fundamentals of 
the subject and develop skills valued 
by higher education and employers, 
including critical analysis, independent 
thinking and research. 

Course Fundamentals 

• Students will study the main 
approaches in Psychology, including 
the Learning, Cognitive, Biological, 
Psychodynamic and Humanistic 
approaches.

• Students develop an insight into the 
importance of Research Methods in 
Psychology as a way to ensure validity 
and reliability in studies. 

• Students will apply theories and 
research to real-life situations and 
contemporary issues.

• Students develop their knowledge 
of the major issues and debates 
in psychology which they use to 
evaluate theories and research.

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT 

The A Level consists of eleven topics, 
which are incorporated into three 2-hour 
examinations. 

3 Units: 

Paper 1 - Introductory Topics in 
Psychology - Social In�uence, Memory, 
Attachment and Clinical Psychology & 
Mental Health. (2 hours, 33.3% of overall 
grade) 

Paper 2 - Psychology in Context - 
Approaches, Biopsychology and Research 
Methods. (2 hours, 33.3% of overall grade) 

Paper 3 - Issues and Options in 
Psychology - Issues and Debates, Stress, 
Relationships and Aggression. (2 hours, 
33.3% of overall grade)

Research methods, the psychological 
approaches, and issues and debates 
underpin the entire course and are 
embedded in teaching across all topic 
areas, enabling students to make links 
between di�erent aspects of psychology 
and develop a deeper understanding of 
the subject.

Religious Studies 

Examination Board: 
OCR – A Level

Why choose this course: The Religious 
Studies A level course gives you the 
opportunity to study some of the 
fundamental questions which people 
have always asked about:

• Why are we here? 

• How should we act when faced with 
moral dilemmas in our society?

• Does God exist?

• How are key religious beliefs 
challenged in the 21st century?

Course Fundamentals:

Religious Studies involves some major 
academic disciplines such as Theology, 
Moral Philosophy and Philosophy of 
Religion. Consequently you will study 
some of the following themes:

• Theology – the nature of God; 
Christology; Revelation and debates 
about interpreting the bible; some 
analysis of biblical texts; religious belief 
in contemporary pluralist and secular 
society; religion and Feminist debates; 
exploring the writing of key scholars.

• Moral Philosophy – the major ethical 
theories, such as Utilitarianism, Kantian 
ethics; ethical theories from religious 
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perspective, such as Natural Law 
and Situation Ethics; application of 
ethical theories to issues in Medical 
Ethics, Sexual Ethics and Business 
Ethics; what do we mean by Free Will, 
Conscience, Right, Wrong.

• Philosophy of Religion – possible 
arguments for/against the existence 
of God; the ‘problem of su�ering’; 
analysis of Religious Experience and 
Miracles; the challenge to religious 
belief of science and sociology; 
analysis of religious language.

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT 
In common with all the new A level 
quali�cations the full A level quali�cation 
is the result of a two-year course. It is 
assessed externally in summer of Year 13. 
Exams will be a set of three 2-hour exams. 

• AO1: Knowledge & Understanding 
Weighting 40%

Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of religion and belief. 

• AO2: Analysis, Evaluation & Application 
Weighting 60%

Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and 
approaches to, religion and belief, 
including their signi�cance, in�uence 
and study.

Sociology 

Examination Board: 
AQA – A Level

Why choose this course: Studying 
Sociology at A-Level o�ers a fascinating 
journey into understanding the complex 
dynamics of human societies and the 
intricate interactions that shape our world. 
This course is designed to foster critical 
thinking, analytical skills, and a deeper 
awareness of social issues. Students will 
study the mechanisms underlying social 
behaviour, societal structures, and the 
varying impact of these on di�erent social 
groups. 

Course Fundamentals:

The course covers the following topics:

Families and Households: Investigate 
changing family dynamics, marriage, 
divorce, and the role of family in society.

Education: Analyse educational systems, 
inequalities, and their impact on social 
mobility.

Crime and Deviance: Examine criminal 
behaviour, social control, and the justice 
system’s role in maintaining order.

Beliefs in Society: Explore religion, 
ideology, and their in�uence on societies.

Research Methods: Develop skills to 
design and conduct sociological research, 
enabling critical evaluation of information.

The course involves a signi�cant degree 
of reading and essay writing. 

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT 
Students will sit three 2-hour papers at 
the end of the course.

Paper 1: Education with Theory and 
Methods covers education, focusing on 
theories, factors a�ecting achievement, 
and the role of education in society. It also 
includes research methods.

Paper 2: Topics in Sociology (Families 
and Households, Beliefs in Society) 
covers families, households, and beliefs 
in society, exploring family structures, 
changing norms, and the impact of 
religion and ideology on individuals and 
societies.

Paper 3: Crime and Deviance with Theory 
and Methods addresses crime, deviance, 
social control, and theories surrounding 
criminal behaviour. It also includes 
research methods relevant to these 
topics.

Sport BTEC

BTEC Diploma or Extended 
Certi�cate.

Examination Board: Pearson

Why choose this course: The BTEC 
Level 3 in Sport, which is equivalent to 
two GCE A Levels, gives the students an 
understanding of the careers and job 
opportunities in the sports industries. 
The course builds on the knowledge 
and understanding gained in GCSE 
PE and the course content addresses 
anatomy and physiology, �tness training 
and programming for health, sport and 
wellbeing and professional development 
in the sports industry. Students have 
the �exibility to either study a diploma 
(equivalent to 2 A Levels) or an extended 
certi�cate (equivalent to 1 A level). The 
course is a good pathway to university or 
industry for a wide range of sport courses 
or professions.

Course Fundamentals:

1. Anatomy and Physiology

2. Fitness Training and Programming for 
Health, Sport and Well-being

3. Professional Development in the Sports 
Industry

4. Sports Leadership

7. Practical Sports Performance

22. Investigating Business in Sport and the 
Active Leisure Industry

23. Skill Acquisition in Sport

5. Application of Fitness Testing

6. Sports Psychology

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT
The course compromises 9 units of 
which 3 are externally assessed and 6 are 
internally assessed through coursework.

Unit 1: Anatomy and Physiology 
(examined)

Unit 22: Investigating Business in 
Sport and the Active Leisure Industry 
(examined)

Unit 2 - Fitness Training and 
Programming for Health, Sport and 
Wellbeing (externally assessed via a case 
study under controlled conditions)

The other units are assessed through 
coursework.

Additional Level 
3 Courses

Core Mathematics 

Examination Board: 
AQA Level 3 Certi�cate 
in Mathematical Studies
(Core Maths) – 2B: 
Statistical Techniques

Why choose this course: Core Maths is 
for students who are not taking A level 
Maths but wish to continue developing 
their mathematical skills. Students 
will increase their con�dence in using 
mathematics and be better equipped 
for the mathematical demands of 
other courses, higher education, and 
employment.

Level 3 Courses
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Core Maths will build on the knowledge 
gained at GCSE, but also introduces 
new topics such as Personal Finance 
(Tax, National Insurance, mortgages, and 
Student Loans). Studying Core Maths 
helps develop skills that support the 
quantitative aspects of other courses 
such as Psychology, Geography, and 
Biology. These skills include exploring 
and analysing data, constructing and 
interpreting graphs, and working with 
calculations and formulae.

Students who are pursuing academic 
subjects might also consider taking 
Core Maths to demonstrate academic 
breadth and versatility to universities and 
employers.

Core Maths attracts the same UCAS tari� 
points as an AS Level: universities have 
been known to make improved o�ers to 
students who achieve a Grade A or B in 
Core Maths.

“Students who are pursuing academic 
subjects might also consider taking Core 
Maths to demonstrate academic breadth 
and versatility to universities and employers.”

Course Fundamentals:

Core Maths builds upon and strengthens 
existing skills developed during the GCSE 
Maths course. There is a sharp focus on 
problem-solving, applying mathematics 
to real-world scenarios including �nancial 
applications such as tax, national 
insurance, and mortgages, as well as 
Fermi estimations.

• Core Maths is a one-year course

• Solve real-life problems with a sharp 
focus on application

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT
AQA releases Preliminary Material in 
advance each year. A clean copy of this 
material is provided in the exam.

Students opting for the Level 3 Certi�cate 
in Core Maths (Mathematical Studies) will 
be examined on two units at the end of 
their studies (2 x 90-minute papers):

• Paper 1 – 90 minutes – 60 marks

Assesses compulsory content on:

3.1 Analysis of data

3.2 Maths for Personal Finance

3.3 Estimation.

• Paper 2B – 90 minutes – 60 marks

Draws on the mathematical 
content of Paper 1 and assesses the 
understanding and application of 
mathematical modelling in solving 
problems related to statistical 
techniques. It includes:

3.4 Critical analysis of data and models

3.8 Critical path and risk analysis

3.9 Expectation

3.10 Cost bene�t analysis

There is no coursework element.

A calculator is allowed in both exam 
papers.

All examinations must be taken at the end 
of the one-year course

Extended Project 
Quali�cation

Examination Board: Edexcel

Why choose this course: The Extended 
Project Quali�cation (EPQ) is equivalent 
to an AS Level quali�cation, with the 
possibility of attaining an A* grade. The 
EPQ allows each student to embark on a 
largely self-directed and self-motivated 
project. Students must choose a topic, 
plan, research and develop their idea and 
decide on their �nished product.

We encourage creativity and curiosity. 
A project topic may be directly related 
to a student’s main study programme, 
but should look beyond the speci�cation. 
Students will learn taught skills such as how 
to choose a topic and phrase a title; how 
to select, evaluate and reference research 
sources; how to structure an argument, as 
well as project-management skills. 

A �nished EPQ product may take the form 
of a:

• research based written report 
(5,000 words)

• production* (e.g. charity event,
 fashion show or sports event etc.)

• an artefact* (e.g. piece of art, a 
computer game or realised design)

*A written report must accompany these 
options.

Course Fundamentals:

• EPQ is an additional quali�cation 
choice, taught in just 2 periods a 

week; students are expected to do 
the majority of their project outside 
lesson times.

• Students may choose to do a project 
on a topic of their choice.

• The EPQ can link to any subject, future 
career choices, or hobbies / interests. 

• Promotes strong essay writing, 
investigative, research and 
management skills. 

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT: 
As well as the �nished product, students 
must also record their project process in 
their Production Log and give a formal 
presentation about their project to an 
audience. All aspects are assessed and 
grades A*-E awarded by the centre 
supervisor and coordinator; projects are 
then moderated by the examination 
board. 

Subjects taught 
at Ursuline High 
School

Drama & Theatre Studies 
Taught at Ursuline High School

Examination Board: 
Pearson Edexcel – A Level
Why choose this course: This is 
an academic subject, recognised 
by the universities, designed to 
attract students with an interest in 
the theatre, TV and theatre production. 
The course covers theatrical practitioners, 
past and present, theatre history and 
the study of set plays, and the 
development of a critical analytical 
approach towards contemporary 
theatre.

Course Fundamentals:

• Students will be prepared to 
be actively engaged in theatre 
performance work.

• The course is delivered through a 
practical and analytical approach to 
theatre.

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT
Component 1 - Coursework: Devising 

Level 3 Courses
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a live theatre performance (40% of 
the quali�cation, 80 marks). There 
are two parts to the assessment: a 
typed or recorded/verbal portfolio 
or a combination of both and the 
performance. 

Component 2 - Coursework: Text in 
Performance (20% of the quali�cation, 
60 marks). A group performance 
realisation of one key extract from 
a performance text and a monologue 
or duologue performance from one 
key extract from a di�erent performance 
text. 

Externally assessed by a visiting examiner.

Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice 
Written examination (2 hours 30 minutes, 
40% of the quali�cation, 80 marks). 

• Section A: Evaluating a live theatre 
evaluation. 

• Section B: As a class, practically 
explore a complete performance 
text, focusing on how this can be 
realised for performance. Students 
answer two extended response 
questions based on an unseen 
extract from the performance text 
they have studied. 

• Section C: Practical exploration and 
interpretation of another complete 
performance text, in light of a chosen 
theatre practitioner – focusing on 
how this text could be reimagined for 
a contemporary audience.

English Language 
Taught at Ursuline High School

Examination Board: 
Pearson Edexcel – A Level

Why choose this course: This course 
covers language variation: how 21st 
century language varies according 
to identity and use, and how language 
has changed over time from 1550 to 
the present day. Students study how 
children between the ages of 0 and 8 
learn to speak and write. Later in the 
course they submit a creative writing 
folder choosing between �ction or 
journalism genres, together with a 
re�ective commentary. Finally they 
select a specialist language topic such 
as English dialects or language and 
power, and conduct their own linguistic 
investigation in preparation 
for examination.

Course Fundamentals:

• Extend GCSE skills, comparing how 
writers convey identity considering 
di�erent genres, purposes and 
audiences

• Learn speci�c linguistic terminology 
to identify, label, sort and analyse 
language 

• Link to History, Geography and foreign 
languages by understanding how 
English has developed over time

• Cross-over with Psychology and 
Sociology in the research, data 
gathering and experimental 
nature of a real language 
investigation, as well as the 
psycho-social reasons for using 
speci�c types of language. 

• Develop their own creative writing.

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT
Three examinations on: 

Language Variation – 2 hour 15 mins 
examination (35%); 

Child Language – 1 hour (20%); 
Investigating Language (pre-release) 1 
hour 45 mins (25%).

A ‘Crafting Language’ coursework 
folder is also submitted consisting 
of two pieces of original writing plus 
an analytical, re�ective commentary 
(20%).

Modern Languages: 

French

Taught at Ursuline High School

Examination Board: 
AQA – A Level 

Why choose this course: Modern 
Languages are highly regarded by 
universities and studying a language 
at A Level o�ers the opportunity to 
not only continue with languages in 
further education, but also to integrate 
it as a part of many degrees, thus 
adding an additional life skill to your 
CV. The emphasis in new syllabuses is 
on contemporary issues, current a�airs 
and communication skills, the ability 
to discuss and debate contemporary 
and often controversial society issues 
in the target language. The course 
provides many opportunities to attend 
conferences and cultural events 
throughout the year. 

Course Fundamentals:

• A seven-week module focusing 
on consolidating and deepening 
students’ knowledge and 
understanding of the grammar.

• Practice and experience of the 
language as well as the culture are 
gained through the weekly use 
of authentic topical material, e.g. 
traditional /current songs, newspaper 
headlines, magazine articles, radio 
and TV programmes, now accessible 
via the internet. Students also have 
the opportunity and are encouraged 
to borrow DVDs and watch �lms on a 
regular basis. 

• Students will study topics related 
to aspects of, culture, politics and 
literature of the countries where the 
language is spoken and students 
are expected to extend their studies 
at home using various forms of 
media; homework, prep work and 
independent learning sessions are 
all used to help the students acquire 
key further education study skills as 
well as to ensure that they experience 
and enjoy the language outside the 
classroom.

• In teaching and learning the target 
language predominates once the 
grammar module has been done, 
and answers in English are kept to 
a minimum so students feel fully 
immersed. Some of the opportunities 
to attend conferences and cultural 
events, via the KS5 society include: 
students organising events / 
screening of �lms and seminar at BFI 
and the target language institutes 
(French, Goethe, Cervantes). 

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT 
The assessment consists of three papers. 
Paper 1 is the Listening, Reading and 
Writing assessment (2h30mins and 50% 
of the A-Level) ; Paper 2 is the Writing 
assessment (2 hours and 20% of A-Level) 
and Paper 3 is the Speaking assessment 
(21-23 minutes, including 5 minutes 
preparation time and 30% of the A-Level).

Level 3 Courses
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Level 2 Courses
Level 2 courses are run at the college 
as part of our One Year Pathway, also 
known as Pathway 5. In addition, students 
who are on alternative pathways may 
be required to re-sit English and Maths 
GCSE alongside their other quali�cations 
if they have not achieved a Level 4.

English 
GCSE 
Examination Board & 
Speci�cation: AQA – GCSEs 
in English Language & 
English Literature. 
Why choose this course: On the 
Language side of the course you will 
have the opportunity to look at returned 
exam papers and identify key question 
and skills sets that caused you di�culty.

Course Fundamentals

1. Reading and understanding texts 
in �ction and non-�ction from 
the nineteenth century to the 
present day.

2. Creative Writing – developing and 
structuring e�ective stories

3. Writing for particular purposes – 
letters, persuasive articles and other 
non-�ction texts

In addition, you will have the 
opportunity to develop your oral 
and presentational skills as well as 
developing and consolidating your 
overall writing, comprehension 
and analytical skills as required in 
the exams.

On the English Literature side of the 
subject, you will return again to your 
Literature set texts: Shakespeare; 19th 
Century Novel; 20th Century Play; 
Con�ict Poetry; Unseen Poetry. 

Course Fundamentals:

• Writing with accuracy, variety and 
control.

• Understanding of exam technique, 
timings and success criteria.

• Building language analysis skills 
and applying these to literature 
texts.

• Developing the ability to respond to 
poetry in discussion and in an unseen 
synoptic written paper.

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT – 
There will be two exam papers for each 
of the two English GCSEs (four papers in 
total), following the same format as the 
GCSEs taken in Year 11.

Citizenship Studies 
GCSE 
Examination Board: 
Pearson Edexcel – GCSE 
Why choose this course: The course 
aims to develop your understanding of 
the rights and responsibilities of citizens 
in the UK and to look at how democracy, 
and the legal system in�uence the lives of 
all of us.

Course Fundamentals:

• Through debate, discussion and 
action you will:

• Consider identity and democratic 
values

• Think about who runs the country 
and how they spend your money

• Discuss how fair the legal system is 
and as citizens in the UK explore how 
democracy and the legal system 
in�uences the lives of all of us. 

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT
Living together in the UK, Democracy at 
work in the UK, Law and justice

Assessed in Paper 1 1hr 45min, 80 marks 
50% of the GCSE 

Power and in�uence, Taking citizenship 
action

Assessed in Paper 2 1hr 45min, 80 marks 
50% of the GCSE 

Mathematics 
GCSE 
Examination Board: 
Pearson Edexcel – GCSE 
Why choose this course: The course aims 
to develop the skills that students learnt 
in their original two-year GCSE course 
covering number, algebra, ratio, proportion 
and rates of change, geometry and 
measures, statistics and probability. 

Course Fundamentals:

• Students develop stronger numeracy 
skills in calculating real life applications 
of number, shape, space and measure.

• Students understanding of algebraic 

concepts and calculations of 
probability are developed through 
problem solving questions.

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT 
Two tiers are available: Foundation and 
Higher

Foundation tier: Grades 5 to 1

Higher tier: Grades 9 to 4

The quali�cation consists of three equally-
weighted written examination papers at 
either Foundation tier or Higher tier.

Paper 1 is a non-calculator assessment and a 
calculator is allowed for Paper 2 and Paper 3.

Each paper is 90 minutes long. Each 
paper has 80 marks.

The quali�cation will be graded and 
certi�cated on a nine-grade scale from 9 
to 1 using the total mark across all papers 
where 9 is the highest grade. 

Business (Enterprise)
Examination Board:
OCR Cambridge Technical
Why choose this course: The OCR 
Cambridge Technical is a level two course 
(equivalent to GCSE level) which covers 
a range of topics within Business. It will 
give you both the practical and applied 
knowledge in Business which will assist 
you in whatever future pathway you 
choose. It consists of six units spanning 
the breadth of business topics including 
�nance, marketing and organisational 
structure. If students work hard it is 
possible to obtain an extended certi�cate 
which is the equivalent of two GCSEs. 
There is a range of assessment styles 
within the course including presentations, 
mock interviews and written reports.

Course Fundamentals: 

This course will help you to think creatively, 
innovatively, analytically, logically and 
critically throughout your studies. It will 
also give you a full range of transferable 
skills including Verbal Communication/
Presentation, Research, Problem Solving, 
Analytical Skills, Digital Presentation 
Planning and Creative Thinking.

EXAMINATION/ASSESSMENT
This course comprises of six units of equal 
weighting all of which are coursework 
based and externally moderated.

There are no exams in this course, it is 
completely assessed through coursework.
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